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441—38.1(225C,217) Definitions.
“Department” means the Iowa department of human services.
“Developmental disability” means a severe, chronic disability of a person 5 years of age or

older which is attributed to a mental or physical impairment or a combination of mental and physical
impairments, is manifested before the person attains the age of 22, is likely to continue indefinitely,
substantially limits the person’s ability to carry out major life activities in at least three of the areas of
self-care, receptive and expressive language, learning, mobility, self-direction, capacity for independent
living and economic self-sufficiency, and reflects an ongoing need for individualized, coordinated
services. The term, when applied to infants and children from birth to the age of 5, means a substantial
developmental delay or specific congenital or acquired conditions with a high probability of resulting
in developmental disabilities if services are not provided.

“Director” means the director of the department or successor agency.
“Governor’s DD council” means the governor’s developmental disabilities council.
“Projects” means activities designed to address the priority areas as established in the DD Act

through any of the following:
1. Activities to increase the capacities and resources of public and private nonprofit entities and

others to develop a system for providing specialized services or special adaptations of generic services or
other assistance which responds to the needs and capabilities of people with developmental disabilities
and their families and to enhance coordination among entities.

2. The conducting of studies and analyses; gathering of information; development of model
policies and procedures; and presentation of information, models, findings, conclusions and
recommendations to federal, state and local policymakers, in order to enhance opportunities for people
with developmental disabilities, including the enhancement of a system for providing or making
available specialized services or special adaptations of generic services for people with developmental
disabilities and their families.

3. The demonstration of new ways to enhance the independence, productivity and integration
into the community of people with developmental disabilities, such as model demonstrations which, if
successful, will be made generally applicable through sources of funding other than funding under the
DD Act, including new ways to enhance specialized services or special adaptations of generic services
for people with developmental disabilities and their families.

4. Outreach activities for people with developmental disabilities to enable them to obtain
assistance in the priority areas established in the state plan, including access to specialized services or
special adaptations of generic services for people with developmental disabilities and their families.

5. Training for people with developmental disabilities, their family members, and personnel,
including professionals, paraprofessionals, students and volunteers on obtaining access to, or on
providing, services and other assistance in the area, including specialized services or special adaptations
of generic services for people with developmental disabilities and their families.

6. Similar activities designed to prevent developmental disabilities from occurring or to expand
and enhance the independence, productivity and integration into the community of people with
developmental disabilities through the state on a comprehensive basis.

“State plan” means the document required under the DD Act describing goals, objectives and
funding priorities.


